

































































































MayDay Message to Workers of the World 


The handful of capitalist 
parasites are plunging the over 5 
billion working class and fellow 
poor, into the abyss. For several 
decades there has been no real 
productive growth in the world 
economy. The control of the 
world by monopoly capitalism 
(imperialism), as demonstrated 
by so-called Anglo Boer war 1899- 
1903, ushered in an era of wars, 
civil wars and revolutions. 

Today is no different: over 80% of 
the world's arable land is under 
the direct control of the world's 
monopolies- thus they are in a 
position to shift their burden of falling profits onto the 
working class- the capitalists know that we can do 
without many things, but we must eat. Thus the drive by 
capital through increased prices in food, transport and 
housing. Thus we have the massive increased attacks by 
the capitalist class to lower wages and to retrench 
millions more. 


Around the world, the working class 
is resisting these attacks. The 
uprisings in Guadaloupe, Martinique, 
Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Greece are 
all signs that the working class is 
starting to go on the march, to resist 
the crisis of capitalism being placed 
on the shoulders of the masses. 



The monopoly capitalists are 
attempting with various strategies 
to control the working class. In 
South America and South Africa, 
they use Popular Fronts (alliances of 
capitalist parties with the trade 
unions) to control the masses. When uprisings occur here, 
the popular fronts increasingly use the fascist jackboot. 
In the last year fascists took over half of Bolivia. The so- 
called socialist Morales, allowed the peasants and 
workers to be massacred; the Morales regime brutally put 
down a strike by the Huanuni miners- some were killed. 
The bolivarian regime of Venezuela and the popular front 
of Lula in Brasil supported a pact with the fascists that 
has in effect divided the country into half- giving control 
in part to the fascists. There are some activists in South 
Africa and elsewhere who want to import the Bolivarian 
regime. This will be a huge mistake. 

In South Africa, the crisis of housing reflects the start of 
the resistance of the working class to the attacks by the 
capitalists; from Delft, Grassy park, to the Durban 
Abahlali to Kliptown and Alexandra, the working class has 
started the resistance; these fights for housing for all and 
jobs for all needs to be placed on the agenda of all unions 
so that the unemployed and employed workers join in 
common fight with common fighting committees (the 
fights against retrenchment and against high prices also 
needs to be placed on the agenda of all unions). But 


The Workers International 
Vanguard League and the Leninist 
Trotskyist Fraction has agreed to 
iorm a Parity Committee. This is a 
joint committee oi both 
tendencies to work towards iusion 
and towards the reiounding oi a 
new World Party oi Socialist 
Revolution! 


without a decisive change in 
leadership of the unions the working 
class will be left isolated in struggle. 
Thus the fight to put broader 
struggles on the agenda of the 
unions, it is important to build 
action committees of employed and 
unemployed workers, which unite 
the struggles against high prices, for 
housing, against retrenchment and 
for jobs for all. These workers 
committees should spearhead the 
resistance to the capitalist 
onslaught. 

There has been growing 
international support for the 
scrapping of the sentences of the Kliptown 5 (activists 
who were sentenced for alleged public violence when the 
masses rose up for houses 2 years ago- these activists 
received 2 year suspended sentences. In Kliptown there is 
a huge squatter camp next to the multi million rand 
white elephant called Freedom Charter square and a A 
star Holiday Inn. Messages of support have been received 
from the Leninist Trotskyist Fraction (FLT) [which has a 
presence in Chile, Bolivia, 
Argentina, Peru, Brasil and New 
Zealand; the FLT has spearheaded 
the campaign in South America and 
New Zealand in defence of the 
Kliptown 5 which has resulted in 
messages being received from the 
Federal University Local in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, from the 
heroic workers of the Brukman 
factory in Argentina [the workers 
took over the factory by force when 
the bosses unilaterally closed it] and 
from the Central Union of Bolivia 
(COB)- the message is appended 

below. 

The FLT and WIVL have begun a process of joint 
programmatic work and discussions with a view to uniting 
the revolutionary fighters from South America, New 
Zealand and South Africa. This is but part of the same 
process of the fight for the rebuilding of the Fourth 
International. Without the coming together of the 
vanguard working class fighters from the imperialist 
centres, from Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, 
from China, from all the former deformed workers states 
and the colonies and neo-colonies, the struggle to defeat 
the capitalist offensive will yield only temporary gains. 
The WIVL and the FLT makes a call for all principled 
working class fighters and groups to join with us in the 
fight to turn the current offensive of capitalism- 
imperialism into an offensive by the working class, in the 
life and death struggle, for Socialism. 

Joint Statement 

Workers International Vanguard League of South Africa 
Leninist Trotskyist Fraction (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, New Zealand, Peru). 







For a Workers’ Tamakl Makaurau 

The Royal Commission Report on Auckland is here and gone. After 18 months of deliberation its conclusions have 
been binned by the National Government. Its proposals for a single city remain, but all the existing councils are 
abolished. The single city will have no more than 30 elected councilors, a number elected at large. The real 
power will be in the hands of the Mayor. The model is a corporate Board of Directors. By abolishing the urban and 
rural councils and creating a new Super City, the NZ capitalist class is set to privatise $28 Billion of Auckland 
assets. See http://www.stopthesupercity.org.nz/ 


The bosses’agenda 

The campaign for one city has been driven by business interests 
for years. Their target has always been to get local government 
out of business and confined to provision of basic services. It 
wants to removeall local body legislative controls on 
investment, particularly property speculation. The new city will 
extend from Pukekohe to Warkworth, encompassing three 
harbours, a Gulf and the most valuable coastal property in the 
country. Their main adversary has always been the Auckland 
Regional Council which has statutory authority over much of this 
land and which owns the major asset of the port of Auckland. 
The first great land theft was from Maori, 
the second is from all the working people 
of Auckland 

Rodney Hide the new Minister of Local 
Government is the leader of the ACT Party 
whichs says that local government will be 
required to “shed its commercial 
activities”. Hide is now overseeing the 
Grand Theft of Auckland. A Transitional 
Agency headed by Hide with a few of his 
cronies will take charge of all the local 
authorities on the 14 th of May for a period 
of 18 months to prepare the transfer of all 
their assets so they can be sold off when 
the Auckland City Council is elected in 
October 2010. The new Auckland City is 
therefore the bosses’ way of abolishing the 
ARC, divesting it of its business assets such 
as Ports of Auckland, and dispensing with 
the ARC role in providing subsidized 
services such as public transport. 

Bosses’ abolish the ARC 

On the same day as the Royal Commission 
released its report, Alastair Thompson, chief executive of the 
Employers and Manufacturers Association of the Auckland 
region, published an article in the NZ Herald “ARC swimming 
against the tide with its port holdings”. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfmfc id=1&objec 

tid=10563737 

Thompson makes the business case for the ARC to sell its 
majority shareholding of the Ports of Auckland because it makes 
a profit and uses the money to pay social subsidies to public 
services. Thompson is saying that state owned assets should not 
make a profit, or better still sell these assets so that private 
business can make the profits. Nothing galls the capitalists more 
than seeing the ARC actually taking profits from the private 
sector and spending it on workers. 

It is clear that the National government is a government of the 
capitalist class in crisis and that they will impose the costs of 
their crisis onto ordinary workers without any concern for 
“democracy” or their welfare. The seizure of power in Auckland 
and stripping of its $28 billion worth of assets will increase the 
costs of basic services and amenities to workers. 

Workers Fight Back 

The National ACT asset grab in Auckland is a repeat of 
Rogernomics, imitating the “shock treatment” used by Roger 
Douglas in the 1980s. Douglas said then that his neo-liberal 
reforms could only work if they were introduced quickly 


before there was time for organize resistance. The result was 
the defeat of the unions and of all other workers 
organisations, including the desertion of the Labour Left that 
split from the Labour Party to form New Labour in 1989. 

We have to learn the lessons of the defeats we suffered under 
Rogernomic Mark 1. First we must reject the abolition of the 
existing councils and their elected representatives. This means 
junking the feudal institution of the Royal Commission used by 
the Labour Government to decide on Auckland’s future. Second, 
we have to fight the plans of the National ACT regime to use 
this feudal process to seize power and privatise Auckland under 
a Super City council dominated by councilors 
elected by the corporate class under a 
Super-Mayor. 

We have to demand that any Auckland 
Super City should be elected by 
proportional representation on the basis of 
democratically formed local and existing 
city wards, including constituencies that 
represent Maori iwi in the Auckland region. 

Second, to mobilise our forces to stop this 
coup against democracy we have to 
organize the unions and community 
organisations to put bans on the actions of 
the NACTs Transitional Agency as it usurps 
the role of the local bodies so as to 
prepare Auckland’s publicly owned assets 
and provision of services for privatization 
or abolition. This will mean stopping the 
Transitional Agency from preparing public 
assets and services for privatization by 
sacking workers and cutting spending. 

Wharfies first in the gun 

We can start by backing the Wharfies who 
are facing big job losses as the Ports of Auckland prepares for 
privatization. While it is owned by the ARC, the Port is run 
like a capitalist corporation. The threat to jobs today is only 
the start of the cutbacks in jobs and conditions under a fully 
privatized Port Company. 

While the Port is the main prize of the privatisers there are a 
number of other “commercial” activities in their sights. The 
ARC uses its profits from the Port to subsidise its social 
services such as public transport. Other local body functions 
such as provision of amenities like swimming pools and 
libraries will be targets for the Hide axe. Auckland rail which 
is potentially profitable is likely to be also prepared for 
privatisation, as with the provision of water. 

The resistance to the corporate grab of Auckland has to 
be on the ground. Those whose lives will be trampled 
by the capitalist plan to turn Auckland into a capitalist 
speculators paradise at their expense will have to 
mobilise locally and regionally to stop it. 

Back the Iwi Have Influence campaign! 

Back the unions fighting jobs and services cuts! 

Back proposals for mass actions such as Rate Revolt! 

For a Workers’Tamaki Makaurau! 

For a Socialist Super City 


















Australia: Towards a million unemployed! 


Everyone knows there is a recession and this recession has been 
brewing for a long time. At first Kevin Rudd was a bit blase. He 
believed that Australia would weather the storm with only 
minor damage. Then it was predicted that an extra one fifty 
thousand would join the dole queue. Then it was estimated that 
the percentage of the workforce unemployed would reach seven 
percent! Now it is acknowledged that even this is a serious 
understatement and the real figure will be much greater. As 
many as a million people will be forced to live below the 
poverty line. Many will lose their homes. 

Rudd’s basis for optimism was as follows: Australia has a more 
regulated banking regime and that Australia’s economy was 
based on export of mining raw materials to the less affected 
Peoples Republic of China. Well it’s true that Australia is doing 
better than other countries. But this is relative. People are 
suffering. But Rudd got it wrong. Australian mineral exports to 
China have suffered because China’s exports of manufactured 
goods made from those minerals have declined rapidly. Chinese 
workers have suffered from serious unemployment also. So 
there is a reduced demand for Australian imported minerals. 
Australian mining workers have been laid off. 

This recession has exacerbated the process of restructuring. It 
has been suggested that companies such as Pacific Brands have 
used the recession to do what they wanted to do anyway-lay 
off workers. Australian manufacturing has always been weak, 


undercapitalized, poorly equipped and suffering from a poor 
local market. For decades, since the post war boom of the 
sixties, manufacturing firms have folded and many more want 
to. The recession gives them a smokescreen. 

Rudd’s way of dealing with this is to give out money. He 
believes that if money is given to the right hands, people will 
spend and this will bring back confidence. Well the retail sector 
claims increased spending has helped their industry and saved 
some jobs. But this gain is minimal. Maybe it has stemmed the 
tide a little, saving a few jobs for a while. But Rudd’s spend big 
has not been any solution. The flood of unemployment is 
continuing and is expected to intensify. Working people should 
not be concerned about the welfare of the government or the 
bosses. Unless we put our interests first we will be forced to 
live below the poverty line. 

Every sacking must be fought! 

Organise, occupy, expropriate the ruling class! 

A shorter working week at the bosses’ expense, 
without loss of pay. 

No part-time work! 

Reprinted from Red #83 May 2009 paper of the 
Communist Left of Australia 


Refugee Crisis, liberals fuel racism 


Last month a boat of refugees arrived near Ashmore Reef in 
waters claimed by Australia. They found themselves confronted 
and escorted by the Australian Navy. Whilst there have been 
quite a few arrivals from “boat people” this one has been given 
more prominence because a 
serious accident on board. Fire 
killed at least three and at 
least thirty more have been 
injured, some critically from 
burns they received. Some of 
the victims were children. 

This is, of course, a massive 
tragedy and the victims have 
our full heartfelt sympathy. 

However, for the Liberals, it is 
one more chance to play 
wedge politics and expose the 
Rudd government as soft. In 
fact the Liberals blame this 
alleged softness of the Rudd 
government as a contributing 
factor towards their deaths. Once again they are exposing their 
own racism and playing on the racism of the Australian public. 

Promptly, after the tragedy was announced Liberal Premier of 
Western Australia Barnett claimed that he contacted the 
authorities and they said that the boat had been set alight by 
its passengers. Of course as the allegation came the same day 
as the tragedy, it could hardly have been based on any serious 
enquiry. Bob Debus, minister for Home Affairs, also contacted 
the authorities and received no such allegation. We doubt if any 
authority has made such accusation at all. Barnett is playing the 
same game as Howard did in government with his lies about 
“children overboard”. 

It may be true that some of the occupants may be responsible. 
Yes there could be criminals on any boat arriving. There also 
may be criminals on any aircraft. Someone on the boat may be 
mentally ill. All these are possibilities. But it also may be 


possible that there was some engine failing. Bob Debus is quite 
correct in refusing to make any categorical claim except to 
point out that the fire was “fuel related”. Making such a claim 
without proper examination is simply prejudice. 

Malcolm Turnbull accuses Rudd 
of being “soft on refugees” and 
this is, according to him sending 
a bad message encouraging 
people smugglers. His criticism 
of private entrepreneurs is 
touching. But the fact is that 
people smuggling is the only 
way to safety for desperate 
people who face suffering from 
regimes such as the Iranian or 
the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
These victims should not be 
forced to risk their lives on the 
open seas in untrustworthy 
ships owned by criminals. They 
should be welcome to Australia 
by conventional means. They should be allowed to fly in legally. 

We don’t think Rudd has been soft on refugees. He still uses the 
navy to prevent their entry. Some have been forced to live on 
Christmas Island. He has been less brutal in the treatment of 
these poor victims. But he still prevents their entry. 

We are not only “soft on refugees” we oppose all immigration 
controls. Working people and oppressed should be allowed to 
visit or any country they please. We welcome these people to 
Australia. 

It our job as revolutionary proletarians to maximise support for 
these and all refugees. 

Smash all immigration controls 

Reprinted from Red #83 May 2009 paper of the 
Communist Left of Australia 






Britain: Socialist Fight leaflet: G 20 - Them vs Us 

The G20 summit demonstrates the rapidity with which the crisis is unfolding. Whole economies like 
Iceland and Ireland are virtually bankrupt, financial meltdown has unleashed economic meltdown and 
no one can say where it will end. And the political ramifications for the left are equally rapid. The 
Lindsey Oil Refinery strikes were the August 4th for the British working class. Those like the Socialist 
Party and Communist Party of Britain who gave them enthusiastic support have now got their reward. 


The Stalinists of the CPB, who have been the traditional 
bagmen for the class traitors of the Trade Union 
bureaucracy, have welcomed the ‘Trotskyist’ SP into the 
fold of economic nationalism. Fronted by Bob Crow, with 
no consultation with his members, the new No2EU 
platform is a straight British nationalist response which 
attempts to steal the votes of the UKIP. Like the 
infamous ‘foreigners out’ 
demonstration in Staythorp this 
appalling political treachery 
has struck fear into every 
immigrant worker and much of 
the black and Asian community. 

If ‘lefts’ like Simpson, Crow, 

Nellist and the CPB are 
prepared to tack so far right for 
opportunist gains how can we 
defeat the British National 
Party (BNP)? 

But divisions are not really so 
bad if they reveal reality in 
time to fight back. The SWP has 
swung to the left after the split 
with Galloway and is now 
recruiting rapidly on leftist 
demands. Despite all the 
problems with their own 
capitulation to trade union 
bureaucracies and the popular 
frontism of the UAF, etc. their 
members are demanding a real 
fight now and revolutionists 
should give critical support as 
far as they go. 

The future of the working class 
and poor, particularly 
immigrants, is indeed grim and 
they will be joined by a vast section of the middle class 
who will be rapidly driven down into their ranks. A year 
or so ago every right-wing think-thank in the planet 
trumpeted low taxation, deregulation and privatisation as 
the neo-liberal model that lead to robust economic 
growth. The number of millionaires and billionaires 
burgeoning but this was necessary so the poor could 
benefit from some trickle-down, or ‘crumbs from the 
master’s table’ as one patronizing bigot put it long ago. 
Today we are encouraged to hate these greedy bankers 
and fat cat finance capitalists but not the system itself, 
which the People’s Charter assures us, is reformable. 

The anarchist answer is to defend localism; local 
communities defending jobs and fighting the oppressive 
state is the only way. What is wrong with British jobs for 
British workers, Irish jobs for Irish workers and local jobs 
for local workers? Down with the EU, back to fortress 
Britain? But the door is then opened for the far right; 
economic nationalisms is the field of operation of the 


fascists, it ties the workers to the bosses and must 
destroy the very basis of working class consciousness, its 
internationalism and its objective need to produce 
wealth on the basis of a world planned economy. Workers 
are the true global class whose interests can only be truly 
served by a planned world economy, capitalism is a 
global system run by a national bourgeoisie who are only 

interested in the own profit. 

Revolutionary Trotskyism 
must provide the answer 
then with its aspiration for 
the world revolution. If the 
Waterford Crystal occupation 
becomes fashionable then 
the sacred right of private 
property, which underpins 
all global oppression, will be 
raised again as an 
international tactic. Only 
when private property is 
overthrown and collective, 
effective human rights are 
established and when we 
produce food and 
manufactures for human 
need, not profit can workers 
begin the struggle for 
international socialism. We 
must sweep away the ‘muck 
of ages’, sexism, 
homophobia and economic 
nationalism which leads to 
racism, wars and copper 
fastens all human 
oppression. 

But we cannot do it 
effectively when we 
collaborate with a TU bureaucracy which seeks to jail 
militant Belfast Airport shop stewards. We cannot do it 
when we go on marches with Lindsey Oil Refinery strikers 
who shout ‘foreigners out’. Just as we must not 
capitulate to the trade union bureaucracy we cannot 
circumvent them either by ‘base unions’, we must fight 
and defeat them to reclaim the unions as class struggle 
organs. 

Internationalists will then see their aspirations as real 
possibilities; no local answers, no trade union 
bureaucratic sell-out deals to save capitalism; occupy, 
organise and strike to unite the working class 
nationally and internationally, then the revolutionary 
struggles will begin in earnest. Down with No2 EU, 
workers of the world unite! 

Socialist Fight PO Box 59188, London, NW2 9U. 
Emai I [ Socialist Fight@yahoo.co.uk 
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leaflet: We Won’t Pay for THEIR Crisis! 


The time of crisis... 

Worldwide workers are being laid off en mass as the capitalist crisis 
deepens and intensifies. Workers are losing their homes and families 
are breaking up as they are being made to pay for a crisis created by 
the system that never enriched anyone but the bosses. The 
International Labour Organisation predicts 50 Million jobs lost globally 
this year while in the USA 600,000 jobs are being lost monthly. 

In Aotearoa 7% unemployment is predicted, with 20% for Maori. In 
Auckland the unemployment rate has doubled in the last year. 100s of 
jobs have been lost from F&P, CHH, Sealords etc. Many more companies 
are going to shed workers. Meanwhile the government’s 9 day fortnight 
looks like it might save a few hundred only. Bosses’ don’t want to pay 
for it and workers don’t want to lose 10% of their wages. 

On behalf of the bosses the Key government is taking advantage of the 
crisis by making it easier for smaller employers to fire workers within 90 
days without having to give a reason. Unemployed job seekers who 
decline to ‘voluntarily’ sign the 90-day clause in employment contracts 
are likely to face the grim prospect of a stand down or punitive benefit 
cuts from WINZ. 

...is a time to get organised: 

What can you as an individual do? Nothing! It has been proved time 
and again that united and organised in unions the working class are a 
mighty force. Because of this bosses’ governments have always tried to 
weaken or smash the union movement. Under the last Labour 
Government law changes and economic growth allowed the unions to 
survive. 

Unions like Unite were able to begin recruiting young casualised workers 
in fast food outlets like McDonalds for the first time in many years, 
bring an end to Youth Rates, and get a rise in the minimum wage. But 
today these small gains and the very existence of the unions is under 
attack once more with the 90 Day Act which will drive down wages and 
conditions. 

Only by joining the unions and getting organised can we unite as a 
labour movement to defend our interests and fight for jobs for all and 
equal rights for employed and unemployed. For rank and file democratic 
control of the unions! 

The fightback is under way 


In USA and elsewhere workers are occupying factories to prevent their 
closure. Workers at Republic Doors and Windows in Chicago occupied 
their factory to get their redundancy pay and were offered the jobs 
back by a new owner. In Ireland a workers occupation of Waterford 
Crystal has brought forward the demand for nationalisation of the plant. 

Communities are uniting to resist evictions. In Alexandra in South Africa 
the community has occupied 100s of vacant public houses. General 
strikes such as in Greece and in Guadeloupe, and mass demonstrations 
as in France, prove that workers can refuse to pay for their crisis! 

In New Zealand we should be doing the same. When a workplace 
threatens sackings or closure because of the crisis, we should organise 
workers occupations to win support to keep the workers operating the 
plants. Workers should be demanding that the plants are nationalised 
under workers control and workers management. 

In Auckland Unite! union has organised ‘Rat Patrols’ to picket employers 
who fire workers under the 90 day Act, and this initiative has been 
backed belatedly by the CTU. When the union leadership's response to 
these threats is totally inadequate (where are mass rallies called by the 
CTU?) the initiative must come from the rank-and-file. We need to 
organise a fightback of the ranks of the unions in the defence of every 
job and workplace. 

Unemployed UNITE! 

While our backs are against the wall! Unite! is the union for 
unemployed, and Waitemata Branch is planning collective actions to 
prevent the unemployed being victimised by the crisis. 100% 
effectiveness will require 100% participation of the unemployed. We are 
as yet far from achieving that, so join up and lend your weight to the 
struggle. 

• Fight the anti-worker 90-Day Act 

• Fight stand-downs and punitive benefit 
slashing 

• Resist mortgagee sales 

• Solidarity with all workers 

• Full union rights for all unemployed 

Waitemata Branch of Unite Union. Hon Secretary ph 836 9104 


Fiji under martial law 


Fiji’s former Prime Minister Qarase was ecstatic 
when Fiji’s Supreme Court handed down its 
ruling: the military coup which overthrew his 
government was illegal. However he was going 
to learn very quickly what this moral legal 
victory would mean. The President abolished 
every institution of Fijian democracy and 
handed power to Bainimarama. Fiji is now a 
military dictatorship. 

The press is censored and foreign journalists 
have been kicked out of the country. Civil law 
has been abolished. Qarase cannot appeal 
because there is no justice system to appeal to. 

People like Qarase will never learn. When the 
interests of capital are interfered with by 
democratically elected governments then 
capitalism’s state, the armed forces and the 
military dispense with democracy. 



interfere with profits. And for the sake of Fijian 
capitalism these governments must be dealt with. 

Qarase has not merely failed to learn the lessons of 
Chile and Whitlam; he has failed to learn the 
lessons of his own country. When Fiji finally gets on 
its democratic feet again, the next government 
which advocates pro-working class measures will be 
dealt with also. 

In Fiji as elsewhere the revolution must go all the 
way. The problem with this coup is that it is not 
only the reformists who will suffer, unionists and 
proletarians will suffer also, in prison. So will 
bourgeois democrats. 

Workers therefore must break from Qarase and 
forge a revolutionary proletarian party committed 
to smash the Fijian state. For a revolutionary 
workers and small farmers government! 


This is especially true in Fiji where capitalism is less stable but it is also 
true in countries such as Britain, Chile and Australia. In Australia they 
used the governor general and the Senate to dispense with the 
democratically elected Whitlam Government. In Chile they used a 
military coup and imposed a military dictatorship which slaughtered 
many thousands of leftists and workers. This is the fourth military coup 
in Fiji. 

Rudd and other democratic Commonwealth countries are talking tough. 
A coup like what happened in Fiji is bad for their image. They are 
talking about kicking Fiji out of the South Pacific Forum and sanctions. 


A revolutionary party must take up the democratic demands, 
recognising all cultures. It must take up the demand of the republic 
which in Fiji’s case can only be achieved simultaneously with the 
dictatorship of the proletariat which will, of course, transcend it. It 
must have a programme of agrarian reform. It must be committed to 
building workers’ militias! 

Once again the popular front has shown itself to be a death trap for 
proletarians and working people. 

Reprinted from Red #83 May 2009 paper of the Communist Left of 
Australia 


Bainimarama wants to talk. He thinks he can persuade Rudd that his 
actions are in the best interests of Fiji. Of course he means Fijian 
capitalism. Yes it is in their interests to stop governments who may 










Anti-Semitism in Aotearoa 

A controversy has blown up in Auckland, Aotearoa, 
following an attempt to prevent a Symposium run by 
Uncensored magazine from using the Mt Albert War 
Memorial Hall. It was claimed on the Reading the Maps 
blog that the magazine was a forum for anti-Semites and 
holocaust deniers. We would say that from the debate 
that has raged since this claim is true. But our attitude 
towards anti-Semites is to mobilize workers to shut them 
up, and if they organize as neo-Nazis like the National 
Front, support direct working class physical 
confrontations. Calling on local bodies to ban Uncensored 
magazine from using a public hall is not so 
straightforward. 

Only workers can stop fascism 



Two problems that have clouded this issue and given ammunition to the 
anti-Semites are first, using the 'war on fascism' as some justification 
for denying Uncensored the use of the public hall, and second appealing 
to local government to ban the use of the hall. 

First, Maps is challenging those that claim that the holocaust is a myth 
by using a more dangerous myth, that the Second World War as a 'war 
on fascism' was just and defensible. It’s more dangerous, because if 
workers had rejected that war as imperialist, German fascism could not 
have made the holocaust. 


Reversing the Signs 

For those who oppose the neo-Nazis, the holocaust can become an 
article of faith in the right of Israel to exist in Palestine. Zionism then 
becomes a legitimate national movement. One can oppose Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine but at the same time hold it has a right to exist 
by 'agreement' with the Palestinians. This is the basis of the "two-state" 
solution. Those who oppose Israel’s right to exist become by this logic 
anti-Semitic. 


This provides the anti-Semites with an argument in defence of their 
bourgeois democratic right of free speech as defended by the 'war on 
fascism'. 


The CWG agrees that the holocaust did happen. But that does not 
justify the existence of Israel in Palestine; nor does the Bible. In 
believing that we are not anti-Semites but revolutionary socialists. 


But the war on fascism was an inter-imperialist war between capitalist 
ruling classes that tragically sucked millions of workers into giving their 
lives for their ruling classes instead of turning their guns on their 
bosses. 


Nothing justifies the establishment of a settler state on the land of 
another nation in formation (still ruled by Britain as a mandate of the 
League of Nations) and its occupation and ethnic cleansing by terrorist 
militias. 


Second, combating fascism and anti-Semitism is the task of the only 
class that has an interest in defeating it, the working class, and not of 
the state, even in the form of local government, whose interests are to 
defend private property, and hence the rule of capitalists, Nazi or 
Zionist. 

This is the basis of Trotsky's refusal to call on the capitalist state to ban 
fascists. The fascists were openly calling on the smashing of the workers 
movement, and the state was in league with the fascist paramilitaries. 
Flence it was necessary for workers to organize their own ban, i.e. the 
no platforming' of fascists i.e. denial of right to free speech. So in 
Aotearoa, the national front is met on the streets with counter¬ 
demonstrations. And the neo-Nazis conferences should be disrupted by 
working class protests and their own counter-rallies and 
demonstrations. 

Anti-Zionism is not anti-Semitism 

But a more immediate danger exists. By calling on the state to ban the 
‘neo-Nazis’ for being anti-Semitic, the liberal left lets the Zionists off 
the hook. The neo-Nazis attempt to portray their anti-Semitism as anti- 
Zionism. So when they attack Zionism by questioning the holocaust 
more than 60 years ago, the liberal left ends up coming to the defence 
of Zionism. We explain here why this lets the Zionists off the hook and 
betrays the Palestinian struggle for independence. 

Why do neo-Nazis who claim to oppose the existence of Israel and its 
genocidal attacks on Palestinians feel the need to deny the holocaust? It 
must be that they think that if the holocaust happened then that would 
justify the existence of Israel in Palestine. 

It is true that this is popularly held to be the main justification for the 
existence of Israel. But this is a misreading of Zionism which argues for 
the right of Israel to exist on the basis of the Bible, not the holocaust. 
The holocaust (and the history of pogroms) was a reason used by 
Zionists to claim that Jews could not be assimilated in Europe and 
needed their own state. 

Trotsky agreed that this was a legitimate national right for the 
oppressed Jewish people. But he did not agree that that state could be 
in Palestine unless it was with the consent of the Palestinians. To 
impose the state of Israel by force onto the Palestinians would be a 
travesty of the Jews right to self-determination because it denied the 
same right to the Palestinians. 

Denying the holocaust happened, then, is a defence of Nazism 
against the charge of genocide against Jews. This is at the same time 
a denial of not only the right of Israel to exist, but an open attack on 
the national rights of Jews as ‘specially’ oppressed. 


The Jews in Europe were victimized by the Nazis and we do not dispute 
that about 6 million died. But the Zionists who occupied Palestine in 
turn victimized the Palestinians using similar methods to the Nazis. The 
Palestinian dead since the 1930s would be well in excess of one million. 

Fascism is an extreme reactionary rule on the part of the national 
bourgeoisie that responds to the threat of socialist revolution by uniting 
the nation on the basis of myths of racial superiority in order to smash 
the revolution. The myth of the pure race fuels the repression and 
physical extermination of not only Jews but other races or oppressed 
groups and minorities: criminals, Roma, homosexuals, communists etc. 

The Nazis were fearful that the German workers would rise up and make 
a socialist revolution. Jewish workers were overrepresented in the 
leadership of the communist and socialist organisations. By agreeing 
with the Nazis that Jews could not be assimilated in Europe the Zionists 
collaborated with the Nazis to smash the labor movement and made 
agreements to release a number of Jewish workers to be shipped to 
Palestine. 

Against the Zionist state 

In Israel, the Zionists used semi-fascist methods to impose their 
reactionary rule on the Palestinian workers who rose up in 1936 in a six 
month general strike, and in the years up to 1939, when there was a 
continuous uprising of the Palestinian people against the Zionist settler 
state in formation. 

Zionism then, created a semi-fascist settler state regime to establish 
and defend its existence on stolen Palestinian land, facing the 
continuous resistance of the Palestinian people and therefore the 
ongoing threat of a Palestinian national or socialist revolution. 

Thus, Zionism far from being a victim of the Nazi holocaust visited on 
Jews in Europe, collaborated with the Nazi movement to divide workers 
along racist lines, weakening their resistance to fascism, and then using 
the same methods in Israel against the Palestinians. 

The Zionists claim that those who oppose Israel's right to exist in 
Palestine are anti-Semitic. For fear of being called anti-Semites or even 
neo-Nazis the liberal left does not challenge the Israeli state's right to 
exist. 

The neo-fascism in Aotearoa is fuelled by the free pass the liberal 
left gives to the Zionists in Israel today. The only way out of this trap 
is to fight for the destruction of Israel as a Zionist state, and at the 
same time fight for the rights of Jews to self-determination within a 
free, democratic, secular, socialist Palestine. 




Ireland: For a Socialist Republic! 

Socialist Fight unconditionally defends those Irish Republican militarists that carried out the 
executions of British Army soldiers at a barracks in Antrim earlier this year, and killed the 
officer of the PSNI colonial police force in Craigavon. The British Army are in Ireland as 
imperialist occupiers, denying self-determination to Ireland and maintaining the last major 
colony of the British Empire (the occupied 6 Counties of Ulster that comprise "Northern 
Ireland"). The soldiers were going from the occupation of one country to occupy another. For 
this reason, British Army soldiers are certainly 'legitimate targets' of those fighting for a 
united Ireland, free of imperialist forces and free of the Border that divides not only the 
Province of Ulster and the Irish nation, but also divides the working class. That is where we 
are in agreement with the "republican militarists". 


However, we need to ask what do the republican militarists think can 
be gained from a resumption of the guerillaist strategy, "armed 
struggle", by a dedicated, secretive minority that failed so decisively 
when carried out by the P-IRA on the basis of much more support than is 
enjoyed by its splinter groups? We need to propose alternatives. 

British troops were re¬ 
introduced in 1969 to ensure 
the maintenance of the 
border dividing Ireland since 
1921 and to defend British 
interests in a much broader 
context than 'just' in Ireland. 

The Provisional IRA emerged 
as the defenders of the 
beleaguered Irish nationalist 
minority. Their goal was to 
"get the British soldiers out" 
of Ireland. Their campaign 
enjoyed mass support among 
those Irish nationalists under 
occupation, as well as among 
Irish immigrants worldwide. 

Bobby Sands 

This support peaked in 1980 
and 1981, when Republican prisoners went on hunger strike to win their 
rights as Prisoners of War against Margaret Thatcher. Hunger Strike 
Committees sprung up all over the world, mostly in former British 
colonies. The working class of much of the world was mobilising in 
defence of "the men behind the wire" against world imperialism as 
represented by the British Government. 

Thatcher's intransigence, with the total support of Labour’s shadow 
Home Secretary, former Northern Ireland Minister Don Concannon, an 
NUM sponsored former union official, and the cowardly inaction of much 
of the far left, caused the deaths of ten hunger strikers between 5th 
May and 20 August 1981. A brief look at the worldwide reaction to the 
death of Bobby Sands on 5th May shows its powerful anti-imperialist 
effect. This is from the Wikipedia account: 

"In Milan, 5,000 students burned the Union Flag and shouted "Freedom 
for Ulster" during a march. In Paris, thousands marched behind huge 
portraits of Sands, to chants of 'The IRA will conquer'. In France, many 
towns and cities have streets named after Sands. Examples include 
Nantes, St Etienne, Le Mans Vierzon and St Denis. In the Republic of 
Ireland, his death led to riots and bus burning. In Dublin, the famous 
Moore Street market closed for the day of Sands funeral. In Liverpool a 
march in support of Sands took place from Upper Parliament Street to 
the Pier Head, chanting "Bobby Sands MP". 

It was besieged by enraged Liverpool Orange Lodge members along the 
whole route. The International Longshoremen's Association in New York 
announced a twenty-four-hour boycott of British ships. Irish bars in the 
city were closed for two hours in mourning. In Hartford, Connecticut a 
memorial was dedicated to Bobby Sands and the other hunger strikers 
in 1997. The lower house of the New Jersey Legislature, voted 34-29 
for a resolution honouring his "courage and commitment. 

In 2001, a memorial to Sands and the other hunger strikers was 
unveiled in Havana, Cuba. After the 1979 Iranian revolution the 
government renamed Winston Churchill Boulevard to Bobby Sands 
Street. In the Indian Parliament, opposition members in the upper 
house Rajya Sabha stood for a minute's silence in tribute. A targe 
monument dedicated to Irish protagonists for independence from 
Britain, including Bobby Sands, stands in the Waverley Cemetery in 
Sydney, Australia. 


The all-Ireland Hunger Strike Committees and the mobilisations, were 
dominated by Sinn Fein who used them to build popular front alliances 
with Fianna Fail and Labour local councillors in the south. Their policy 
was no confrontation with the southern state forces and this was 
rigorously enforced in this second revolutionary situation in May 1981 

following the death of Bobby 
Sands; the other was in August 
1969, both, of course, were 
all-Ireland upsurges. 

In the late 1970s early 80s the 
radicalisation in Ireland was 
always to pressure the British 
state to negotiate a way out, 
so the roots of 1998 Good 
Friday Agreement (GFA) were 
firmly planted then. SF used 
the hunger strikers as voting 
fodder. But the only force that 
could have got the Brits out 
was a united front with the 
British working class. However, 
except for currents like Irish 
Freedom (RCP) and some 
others, the ‘Brit left’ refused 
to give unconditional support 
and fight the Prevention of Terrorisms Act in the unions etc. It was this 
early British version of a War on Terror that exposed the chauvinism of 
the British left on Ireland. 

The leader of the Hunger Strikers in the Maze Prison, Bobby Sands, was 
elected with 30,492 votes from his death-bed as an MP to Westminster 
for Fermanagh and South Tyrone as an Anti H-Block/Armagh Political 
Prisoner. Sinn Fein won the by-election caused by his death from 
starvation. With Thatcher trashing the industrial base of the British 
economy at this time - taking on the most well-organised sections of the 
British working class "salami-style" (first the dockers, then the steel¬ 
workers leading to the great Miners' Strike of 1984-5), the mass influx of 
workers into the branches of Sinn Fein in the 26 County Republic and... 
the possibilities for a mass campaign to rid Ireland of imperialist 
domination, led by the organised workers were certainly there. 

Good Friday Agreement 

However, this seems to have been the beginning of the end for the 
Provo campaign against the British occupation of Ireland which finished 
with the signing of the GFA in 1998 and the subsequent 
decommissioning of Provo weapons. The central occurrence in the 
intervening years , 1981 to the mid-1990s' striking of a deal between the 
petit-bourgeois nationalists of the P-IRA and the imperialists of the 
British Government (the GFA), was the world-historic defeat for the 
proletariat of the collapse of the deformed and degenerated workers' 
states of Eastern Europe, the USSR, China etc in 1998-91. 

This victory for imperialism dramatically shifted the whole balance of 
world forces away from progressives and toward neo-liberal capitalism: 
its effects being seen everywhere with a huge ideological offensive by 
imperialism, spreading neo-liberal economics everywhere in the world. 
Politically we saw the collapse of former opponents of imperialism in 
the form of political formations 'making deals', or supporting nasty, 
thoroughly anti-working class Governments. 

This was collectively known as "the Peace Process", most famously 
involving the PLO in Palestine, the ANC in South Africa and Sinn Fein in 
Ireland. In April 2009 Gerry Adams and his team visited Israel and Gaza 
to extol the benefits of the GFA. Nowadays, Sinn Fein as junior partners 
at Stormont, sit almost at the top of the new structure of Government 
for the occupied 6 Counties - overseeing the running of the hated 
Northern statelet that their predecessors fought and died to destroy, 








actively assisting the British imperialists in their continued occupation 
by attempting to legitimise the occupation and its political structures! 

It would seem that the aims of those that carried out the attacks on the 
British Military and the PSNI colonial police force were to de-stabilise 
Sinn Fein's involvement in the Stormont regime to collapse the 
structures. From reading the various websites of these republican 
militarists, including their statements of Easter 2009, it is clear to see 
that they offer no way forward for the workers and poor of Ireland or 
anywhere else in the world but by their actions they damage the 
opportunities for the workers - the only truly and consistently 
progressive force in modern society, to impose their own solution to the 
various crises facing them and the planet. 

The militarists have a warped idea that the increase in repression that 
is an inevitable side-product of their 'terroristic' forms of action is in 
some way progressive (sounds a bit like recommending a vote for the 
Tories in a British election - 'because the working class need to be 
whipped like a dog before they shall get off their knees and fight' or 
something!). Of course the closing down of civil liberties can in no way 
be to the advantage of the working class, which needs the utmost 
liberty in order to arrive at a programme for the conquest of political 
power. 

Hoist the green flag over Dublin Castle 

Do we share the aims of the republican militarists? Well, they rarely 
criticise the partitionist Government of the 26 Counties Republic of 


Ireland and think that 'justice' shall be done if the 6 Counties currently 
under occupation were to comprise part of a capitalist 32 county united 
Ireland. We as revolutionary socialists have to ask what the class nature 
of such a future united Ireland might be, and we stand with James 
Connolly who wrote in the Shan Van Vocht in January 1897: 

If you remove the English army tomorrow and hoist the green flag over 
Dublin Castle, unless you set about the organisation of the Socialist 
Republic your efforts would be in vain. England would still rule you. She 
would rule you through her capitalists, through her landlords, through 
her financiers, through the whole array of commercial and individualist 
institutions she has planted in this country and watered with the tears 
of our mothers and the blood of our martyrs. 

That is the story of the 26 counties. We are in favour of a 32 county 
Workers' Republic in Ireland which would be part of a socialist 
federation of the islands of Britain and of Europe, and of the whole 
world. We recognise that the only genuine solution to the present 
finance and economic crises-as well as for problems such as the 
"national question” in Ireland-is the ending of the nightmare of 
capitalism worldwide which is based on the private ownership of 
everything in the world - a tiny number of capitalists own and control 
the whole of the Earth's resources. 

We fight for a world revolution, the vision of October 1917 in Russia. 
Easter 1916, August 1969, May 1981, were part of that objectively; the 
Irish working class needs a leadership that consciously fights for it. 


Nepal: Maoist farce 


The Maoist CP (N) under the leadership of “General” Prachanda has run its course from 
tragedy to farce. Refusing to complete an armed insurrection after 10 years of civil war it 
turned to parliament to bring about a ‘bourgeois’ revolution. This would mean another 10 
years collaborating with the Congress Party (traditional party of the weak Nepalese 
bourgeoisie), with the World Bank, the IMF and multinational capitalism, to prepare the 
conditions for “21 st century Maoism Chinese style”. Really! We condemned this at the time 
as an open betrayal of the masses (see Class Struggle no etc) and predicted it would end in 
bloodshed. But this tragedy has turned to farce. 

staking his reputation as a new bourgeois Bonapartist, on persuading the 
“international community” that he is serious about demobilizing his 
Maoist army into the state military, and that it is only the old guard that 
has ties to feudalism and the Indian Congress Party that resists his 
“modern peoples army” and a new decade of peace and democracy. 


Now Prachanda has resigned because the Nepalese military will not 
fulfill the agreement to incorporate the members of the demobilised 
Maoist army! This is not the failure of “21 st century Maoism” but 20 th 
century Stalinism with tragic-comic characteristics. The Stalinists first 
openly betrayed in China in 



1927 when the Comintern 
(Stalinised Communist 

International) insisted that the 
Chinese CP formed a political 
alliance with bourgeois 
General Chiang Kai-chek 
against the Japanese. Chiang 
turned on the leadership of 
the CP and massacred it. 

Now Prachanda wants to turn 
the tragedy of China 1927 into 
the farce of Nepal 2009. While 
Chiang had to plot to surprise 
the CCP leadership to kill 
them, in Nepal Prachanda 
delivers the flower of the 
Maoist rank and file into the 
arms of the bourgeois state 
military in the name of 
“democracy”. But when the army refuses to recruit the Maoist rebels 
into its army, the communist “General” Prachanda, resigns as Prime 
Minister and incites the Maoist ranks to go back to the ‘streets’ to re¬ 
impose “democracy”. 

Perhaps he has in mind here the mass public demonstrations such as we 
have seen in Thailand recently, where the masses have been used by 
warring factions of the national bourgeoisie to don, red or yellow T- 
shirts in the name of “democracy” i.e. parliamentary musical chairs, 
(see comment on Thailand). 

Or perhaps he means something like what happened in the French 
colonies and ex-colonies recently where mass mobilizations produced 
rapid concessions from Sarkozy and his local hirelings to re-impose 
French imperialist rule, (see articles on Guadeloupe and Madagascar). 

What is sure is that Prachanda has constituted the Maoist leadership as 
a state bourgeoisie that is in competition with the old bourgeoisie, and 
is using the masses as street mobilization fodder to win the franchise of 
the IMF and World Bank to administer Nepal for imperialism. Fie is 


Now the Australian 
Democratic Socialist Party 
has come to the rescue: “All 
those who believe in the 
principles of democracy and 
social justice, who believe 
that people should not be 
condemned to backbreaking 
poverty simply because the 
powerful have carved the 
world up among themselves, 
need to support the people 
of Nepal and insist that: * 
the Nepalese people must 
be allowed to determine 
their future, foreign 
intervention must end; * the 
peace accords must be 
upheld; and* democracy 
must be respected and the 
people’s will implemented. It seems that the DSP treats Marxism like a 
religion - ask and you shall receive. 

But farce is never an improvement on tragedy. Trotsky said of China in 
1927 that the CCP leadership had to maintain its armed independence 
from Chiang Kei-chek and to take over the leadership of the national 
revolution to defeat the Japanese and the Chinese ruling class. The 
tragedy of 1927 gave rise to Maoism, where the Stalinist bureaucracy 
was forced to rule in the absence of a viable national bourgeoisie until 
it could turn itself into new bourgeoisie. Prachanda has compressed 
generations and has gone from Maoist insurgent to bourgeois Bonapartist 
in less than a decade. 

Trotsky’s advice to the CCP still holds in Nepal today. The Maoist rank 
and file must abandon the bankrupt farce of Maoism and recover their 
arms, mobilise independently of the state and build armed soviets to 
take power for a socialist revolution. 





Thailand: A revolution opens 

The League for a Fifth International [LFI] has written a useful analysis of the current 
situation in Thailand. http://www.fifthinternational.org/index.php?id=211,1549,0,0,1,0 . We 
disagree however with its call for a Constituent Assembly and argue for a Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Government in Thailand to overthrow feudalism and capitalism and open the road 
to socialism. Another useful more in depth analysis which also traces the reactionary role of 
the Maoists in Thailand, does however fall short of offering any political program for 
workers power. http://liberation.typepad.com/liberation/2009/Q4/deformed-class-war-in- 
thailand-part-1 .html 


In summary, the LFI argues that a revolutionary situation has developed 
arising out a split in the ruling class. On the one side is the King, the 
Army and the traditional Thai landlords and bourgeoisie that want to 
keep control of Thailand out of the hands of the pro-imperialist 
bourgeoisie. They are supported by layers of the middle class who dress 
up in yellow shirts. 

On the other side is the billionaire boss Thaksin and the fraction of the 
bourgeoisie that wants to enrich themselves by privatizing and selling of 
Thailand’s assets to the international capitalists. The military removed 
Thaksin in 2006 and since then has staged several army backed coups to 
remove and keep the popular red-shirted backed Thaksin parties from 
power. 

The latest protest by the coalition backed by Thaksin was in response to 
the December removal of the popular elected government. Thousands 
of redshirted protestors took over Bangkok and had running battles with 
the police and the military. Yet it was obvious that the military were 
reluctant to violently repress the protestors. Hence the workers had 
demonstrated their unwillingness to be ruled and the ruling class was 
divided on how to deal with the worker insurrection. 


Both wings of the bourgeoisie are using their mass supporters to gain 
the advantage on the streets. Thaksin himself wants a “peaceful 
revolution”. This is the siren song of the popular front to use the masses 
but keep them in check. But the problem is that the growing support for 
Thaksin and opposition to Royalty will see the military used to repress 
the masses. 

It is therefore necessary for the UDD [National United Front of 
Democracy against Dictatorship] to break from Thaksin and to form an 
independent armed workers and poor peasants’ party capable of 
splitting the army and winning power. 

The LFI calls for a Constituent Assembly which is radical bourgeois 
parliament based on one person one vote. Yet to be able to call a CA 
without electoral corruption would require the workers to be already in 
power and this could only take the form of a workers government made 
up of delegates elected by the armed workers, peasants and soldiers 
councils. 

For that reason revolutionaries must be for a Workers’ and Peasants’ 
Government to overthrow feudal and capitalist society and open the 
road for socialism. 


USA: For a fighting Action Program 

We reprint a proposal submitted by the Humanists for Socialist Revolution to be considered 
and voted on by the Workers Emergency Recovery Campaign WERC 
f http://wercampaign.Org/1 at their teach-in held in San Francisco on Saturday May 9. The 
main organizer behind WERC is Socialist Organizer f http://www2.socialistorganizer.org/] the 
US branch of the Lambertists. http://trotskvist.blogspot.com/2008/02/lambertists.html 


The formation of WERC could become a 
step in the right direction in the massive 
fight against the biggest attacks on the 
working class since the Great Depression. 

Unfortunately, however, WERC’s platform, 
as currently formulated, has some serious 
shortcomings. It is a list of generally 
supportable demands, but along with the 
demands there are built-in limitations 
seemingly designed to keep this campaign 
palatable to capitalist “friends of labor,” 
such as the Greens and the Progressive 
Democrats, who have signed on as 
endorsers of WERC. 

The current gaggle of “liberal/progressive” 

Democratic politicians, as well as the 
bloated and entrenched labor bureaucracy, 
have come together to negotiate away our 
jobs, our social programs, and our benefit 
packages. In the coming weeks and months, 
we can expect a further watering down of 
the Employee Free Choice Act; a total 
inability to provide a plan for affordable, 
quality universal health care; layoffs 
and/or furloughs of thousands of public workers and teachers; school 
closures; tuition rises and restrictions on student registration at public 
colleges; and the commensurate ever-increasing expansion of prisons 
and the military-industrial complex. 

To counter the current attacks against the unions and all working 
people, we need massive united labor actions from coast to coast. 
Factory occupations, such as the one at Republic Windows and Doors, 
are necessary to stop massive layoffs and closures of factories and 
workplaces. Unified strikes of public workers, teachers, and students 
are the only tactic that can save social programs, education, and the 
social safety net. But the current labor leadership, entrenched in its 


love affair with the Democratic Party, is incapable 
of launching the type of struggle that can win 
against the current attacks. 

WERC’s current platform and program are not 
adequate as a fight-back strategy. For example, 
WERC calls for nationalizing the banks and the 
automobile industry. But reformist social 
democratic governments have nationalized banks 
during this crisis and before. They keep the banks 
and the financial institutions going for the benefit 
of the bankers and the capitalists, and then they 
de-nationalize them when it is safe to do so, 
returning the bank’s assets and operating capital 
to private hands once the risk of failure has been 
averted with the aid of public resources. 
Therefore, in contrast to pro-capitalist 
nationalization schemes, we must call for the 
nationalization of banks, financial institutions, and 
basic industries under workers’ control and 
without compensation. 

Similarly, WERC’s action plan is limited to 
measures such as writing letters to President 
Obama begging him to turn against his 

benefactors. WERC’s program suggests that labor 
activists conduct a cross-class campaign of educational forums, devoid 
of any concrete preparation for the type of militant struggles labor must 
engage in if we are to turn the current class war around. Of course 
educational forums are needed to supplement the education we get 
from the bosses’ frontal attacks every day. But what we really need 
from labor activists are strategies and tactics for turning our unions 
back into truly democratic fighting organizations that act in the interest 
of the entire working class, rather than in their own narrow interests or 
that of the labor aristocracy. 


















We propose that WERC commit to organizing and publicizing 
regional, inter-union general meetings to organize and coordinate 
preparatory committees in every local. 

The preparatory committees, in turn, can take the lead in preparing, 
mobilizing, and motivating workers in their own locals to help lay the 
necessary groundwork for massive actions. WERC’s role should be to 
serve as a framework around which workers can construct sustained, 
ongoing, democratically run coalitions of unions, working class 
communities, and the unemployed, with the goal of building for broad- 
based, militant direct actions such as massive strikes and occupations of 
workplaces, schools and universities. Our brothers and sisters in France 
have shown that such actions are the natural response of the working 
class. We should start organizing and follow their example. 

We propose that the WERC adopt the following program and method 
of transitional demands, to be implemented by mobilizing the 
working class for a massive fightback: 

1. Full Employment at prevailing union rates for all who are willing and 
able to work. To assure full employment, thirty hours of work for forty 
hours’ pay must be implemented to spread the available work to all and 
to compensate for the increased rate of production over the last 50 
years that has been exploited by capital to sustain high unemployment 
rates and lower real wages. Passage of the Employee Free Choice Act 
(EFCA) will assist workers in forging fighting unions capable of winning 
full employment. To that end we must mobilize demonstrations 
demanding the right to organize not be impeded and for passage of the 
EFCA. 

2. Failing industries (both financial and industrial) must be taken over 
(nationalized) under workers’ control without compensation to provide 
adequate access to credit and to get the wheels of industry rolling 
again. For example, the Big Three automakers, as well as the domestic 
plants of foreign auto manufacturers, should be taken over under 
workers’ control. Only then can the industry be rationally planned to 
assure that production is retooled to provide, first and foremost, a 
public transportation and energy infrastructure that obviates the need 
for excessive auto production and the commensurate waste of 
petroleum. The production of non-polluting electric cars, for example, 
must be planned and coordinated under workers’ control as a step 
toward staving off the environmental disasters threatened by climate 
change. 

3. STOP LAYOFFS! When the bosses declare layoffs or attempt to close 
down a workplace, workers should occupy the factories and the 
workplaces and establish workers’ control. Follow the example of our 
Argentinean brothers and sisters, and go even further by establishing a 
massive network of occupied workplaces as democratically run organs of 
an incipient planned rational economy. 

4. Housing is a right! Stop all foreclosures and evictions. Move the 
homeless and those in overcrowded housing into housing already 
vacated due to foreclosures and the falling real estate market. Massive 
public works projects to build adequate housing for all, and put people 
to work doing socially necessary construction, must be financed by a 
banking industry nationalized and coordinated under workers’ control. 

5. Quality universal public education at no charge from daycare and 
pre-school through the graduate level. Working people know that 
without a good education, our children have no future. To confront the 
current economic and environmental crisis, everyone’s intellectual 


potential must be cultivated. Through education we can build a rational 
economy and divest the world of poverty and drudgery. Education 
should be under the control of teachers, parents, and students old 
enough to participate. In that way, we will assure quality education and 
not the miseducation, overtesting, and ruling class propaganda that 
currently plague our public schools. 

6. Quality free universal health care at no charge from prenatal to the 
grave is long overdue. Each person must be given access to the benefit 
of medical science and current treatment options. Insurance companies 
must have no “place at the table”; the only way to provide health care 
for all is to divest it of the profit motive. To accomplish democratic 
health care, all medical institutions must be placed under worker 
(Doctor, Nurses, Staff) control with community/patient participation. 

7. End attacks on undocumented workers! End the ICE raids! Full 
employment rights for all workers! To end capital flight through working 
class solidarity across borders, we demand: Same work, same contract, 
same wages and working conditions! Down with the maquiladoras! Open 
all the borders. For the right of all workers to cross the borders and 
seek work and establish their homes without restrictions and arrests. 
Free all detained undocumented workers! 

8. US troops out of Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the rest of the 
world. Down with imperialist oppression. The defeat of imperialism is a 
victory for workers and the oppressed in the world. 

9. We cannot count on Obama and the capitalists to clean up the 
environment and prevent catastrophic climate change. For them, profit 
always comes before the environment and the need of the workers. But 
the time to stop climate change is running out. The working class 
must combine its struggle against capitalist exploitation, and against 
the current economic crisis, with environmental consciousness. We 
must fight for workers’ control of industry in order to transform the 
current, outmoded technology of industrial production to totally green 
and sustainable technology. 

10. Break with Democrats. No cross-class coalitions with Democrats 
and pro-capitalist Green Party politicians. For a struggle to replace the 
union bureaucracies that give our dues to the capitalist Democratic 
Party. Fight for the independence of the working class! We need to 
build a workers’ or labor party based on democratically run unions and 
organizations of the oppressed and the unemployed. 

11. For a workers’ government that can and will implement and 
defend all the above transitional demands. To accomplish these goals, 
working people need their own government. If we allow the capitalists 
to control the state via their government, they will continue to attack 
and ultimately destroy our social gains. To defend our gains, we need 
workers’ power. 

Humanists for Revolutionary Socialism are based in the 
US and are a Fraternal Group in discussion with the 
FLT. 

You can find information about them on their website 
here. 

http://www.humanistsforrevolutionarysocialism.org/in 

dex.html 



Debating Guadeloupe 

The CWG has some major differences with 
the Tendency CLAIRE (TC) document 
republished in Class Struggle No 82. They 
are, first: there is no demand for the 
immediate independence of Guadeloupe, 
such as is specified in Lenin's Imperialism 
with respect to colonies. 


Second, and directly related, the TC does not as revolutionaries spell 
out how this independence struggle can be won. It can only be won by a 
permanent revolution, led by the workers and poor peasants, and in 
turn led by a revolutionary party. It is necessary to say the truth, to 
spell out that that means a revolutionary insurrection, the defeat of the 


It is not sufficient to support the "right to self-determination" of 
colonies, especially if you are workers in the imperialist country 
that oppresses the colony. It is necessary to come out directly for 
self-determination to express the fact that you as workers do not 
share with the imperialist ruling class the benefits of the 
exploitation of the colony. This was one of the 21 conditions of 
membership of the revolutionary 3rd International. 


Not to do so leaves you open to the criticism that you are labor 
aristocrats who recognise the abstract right of the colonies to self 
determination, but do not make a practical fight for it in France which 
is the fundamental duty of French workers. 








French occupying army, and the forming of a soviet type dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 

Instead of this the TC statement talks about the formation of a 
Provisional Government that can take power peacefully without the 
formation of soviets and workers militias, and without the defeat and 
splitting of the imperialist army in the seizure of power. As if the 
French imperialists will allow the Guadeloupians to take power 
peacefully and expropriate the property of the imperialists and the 
colonial ruling class, the "bekes"! 

Following the formation of a Provisional Government, the TC says that 
the realisation of independence then becomes the role of a Constituent 
Assembly which will decide the relations between Guadeloupe and 
France as well as other countries. 

Comrades, a Workers’ Government is the executive of the revolution, 
not a Constituent Assembly which is a bourgeois government! This is an 
admission that the Provisional Government is a bourgeois government, 
or a fundamental confusion that can only lead to defeat in Guadeloupe! 

Such a Constituent Assembly is a purely pacifist exercise in self- 
determination that leaves the role of the French workers conveniently 
out of the picture. In reality, Guadeloupe will not become independent 
without a socialist revolution that seizes power by smashing the 
imperialist army. 

That in turn cannot be successful without the workers in France 
embarking on a political general strike that disarms and brings down the 
Sarkozy government and replaces it with a Workers government that can 
expropriate the capitalist imperialists and free all the colonies. 

In France the program of the TC falls short on this by failing to fight for 
a political general strike, for the formation of workers councils and self- 
defence committees on the road to the seizure of power. It allows the 
leadership of the NPA [New Capitalist Party] to get away with a passive, 
pacifist and reformist negotiations with the Sarkozy regime. 


The current struggles breaking out in France must take on a clear 
militant and anti-imperialist character which subordinates the 
immediate economic demands of the French workers to the liberation of 
the colonies. The only way to do that is to make the independence of 
all the French colonies and territories the center of the working class 
program. 

Immediate Independence for the French colonies is not negotiable. It is 
the pre-condition for the free decision of colonies like Guadeloupe to 
decide what relationship it wishes with other nations. 

We conclude that the TC unfortunately in this leaflet reveals a left 
centrism that speaks of "taking power", "expropriation" etc., but does 
not have an action program to realise this objective in the colonies or in 
In this the TC shows itself to be part of the centrist left Trotskyists who 
are acting as the left wing of the Bolivarian revolution, liquidating itself 
into the "united" anticapitalist party, that promotes a reformist road to 
21 st century socialism. 

The outcome of the general strike in Guardeloupe where the LKP 
demand for a 200 Euro a month increase was only agreed to by Sarkozy 
to prevent the strike from spilling over into a revolutionary insurrection 
in all the French colonies and in France itself. 

The TC plays a role in limiting in advance the development of this 
potential revolution by specifying a left bourgeois democracy of a 
Provisional Government, peaceful road to self-determination, and the 
role of the general strike only to pressure Sarkozy to the left, and 
ultimately to replace his rightwing regime with a left popular front 
regime of the NPA and the Socialist Party as the new party of the petty 
bourgeoisie, the "shadow of the bourgeoisie". 

The TC can object to the NPA blocking with the SP, but the only answer 
to this is not to continue to contain revolutionaries inside the NPA with 
their hands tied by the Socialist Party on behalf of the imperialists, but 
to break with the NPA on a revolutionary program of the seizure of 
power and the formation of a mass revolutionary party as part of a new 
Trotskyist International. 


Madagascar: The Revolution Begins 


On March 8, 2009 the revolution in Madagascar began. 
The former French colony, an island of almost 20 
million inhabitants bigger tan France, is located in 
the Indian Ocean, a 250 miles off the coast of 
Mozambique and South Africa. On that day the armed 
forces refused to obey the orders of the President 
Ravalomanana, to repress the workers and poor 
peasants who had been in a state of rebellion since 
mid-January. Hundreds of rank and file mutinied and 
took control of the Soanierana base, the main arsenal 
of the Malagasy armed forces, 6 kilometers from 
Antananarivo, the capital of Madagascar. Their press 
release said: "We on longer respond to the orders of 
our officers, we respond to our hearts. We were 
trained to protect the people and property, not to 
attack the people. We are the people". 
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Why did the ordinary soldiers side with the exploited? 

Since late January, the working class and poor peasants had been 
fighting in the streets, holding demonstrations, general strikes and 
clashes with the police and the mercenary presidential guard. Over 100 
have been killed. During those two months of fighting the union 
bureaucracy of the four unions of the CTM (Confederation of Malagasy 
Workers) set up a "Council of the Republic for economic and social 
affairs" uniting government, employers and unions and condemning the 
struggles of the workers and peasants as "vandalism". 

But what is decisive, without doubt, is that the militant workers and 
peasants lynched some of the police, and left their bodies hanging from 
trees and lampposts in Antananarivo. These actions proved to the rank 
and file soldiers that the workers and peasants - their parents, brothers, 
uncles, cousins etc - were willing to go all the way in their campaign, 
convincing the soldiers that they had the strength and confidence to 
mutiny against their officers and with their weapons join the rebels. 

As Trotsky said of the revolution of February 1917: “... the disarmament 
of the Pharaohs [police. Ed] becomes a universal slogan. The police are 
fierce, implacable, hated and hating foes. To win them over is out of 


the question. Beat them up and kill them. It is different with the 
soldiers...The critical hour of contact between the pushing crowd and 
the soldiers who bar their way has its critical minutes. That is when the 
gray barrier has not yet given way, still holds together shoulder to 
shoulder, but already wavers, and the officer, gathering his last 
strength of will, gives the command: “Fire!”...The guns waver. The 
crowd pushes. Then the officer points the barrel of his revolver at the 
most suspicious soldier. From the decisive minute now stands out the 
decisive second...At the critical moment, when the officer is ready to 
pull the trigger, a shot from the crowd forestalls him...This decides not 
only the fate of the street skirmish, but perhaps the whole day, or the 
whole insurrection. ...The street fighting began with the disarming of 
the hated Pharaohs, their revolvers passing into the hands of the rebels. 
...The way to the soldier’s rifle lead through the revolver taken from 
the Pharaoh. (History of the Russian Revolution, Gollanz 1934: 128- 
142, our emphasis). 

In Madagascar, the way to the soldier's rifle was through the 
policemen’s lynched bodies hanging from trees in Antananarivo with 
their pistols passing into the hands of the rebels, which then gave the 
soldiers the confidence to disobey their officers when given orders to 
suppress the people. In this way, the March 8 revolution began. Since 




late January a growing crisis developed out of a split in the bourgeoisie 
between the pro-US fraction led by President Ravalomanana and a pro- 
French faction behind Andry Rajoelina, mayor of Antananarivo. 
Ravalomanana appointed himself president of a “Transition Authority” 
to hold a referendum. At that point, the rank and file soldiers who had 
remained "neutral", as the guarantors, ultimately, the interests of the 
bourgeoisie as a whole, mutinied. 

This mutiny on March 8 was the beginning of a workers and peasants 
armed insurrection that overthrew Ravalomanana and his regime. This 
could be called a classic “February Revolution” that causes a 
revolutionary crisis and creates a power vacuum in the regime. 

The revolutionary uprising creates a power vacuum in the 
regime 

For nearly a week between 8 and March 16, there was no government in 
Madagascar. Faced with the insubordination of its base and the opening 
of the revolution, the leadership of the armed forces had remained on 
the sidelines, waiting for an agreement between the two bourgeois 
fractions. It issued an ultimatum saying that if the two fractions had not 
come to an agreement in 72 hours, the generals would take control of 
the government. Ridiculous: no one could believe that a handful of 
generals and colonels whose troops had mutinied and taken over the 
largest arsenal in the country could mount a coup. 

Ravalomanana ignored the ultimatum and remained in one of his 
palaces surrounded by the mercenary presidential guard and a few 
thousand followers. The generals saw that Rajoelina was at the head of 
an armed mass insurrection and decided that the best way to save 
bourgeois property and the bourgeois regime was to allow Rajoelina to 
become the President. 



On Friday March 13, Rajoelina along with the generals and the officials 
of the Transitional Authority occupied the presidential palace. To give 
some semblance of legality to Rajoelina's investiture as president of 
Madagascar they gave Ravalomanana four hours to resign. 
Ravalomanana finally resigned on Monday 16 so that on that day the 
power vacuum was finally filled by Rajoelina. 

The working class and poor peasants who fought with such heroism and 
spontaneity, attacking the police, dividing the army and toppling 
Ravalomanana, found that suddenly they faced the question of who 
would take the power and rule Madagascar. Since there was no 
revolutionary leadership with a program to fight for power, the generals 
stepped in an appointed Rajoelina leading the pro-French fraction of 
the bourgeoisie to fill the power vacuum. Thus the “dual power” of the 
masses mobilised on the streets and backed by the ordinary soldiers was 
for the present suspended. 

The workers, poor peasants and soldiers began a revolution 
with their “dual power” 

But the revolution has already begun: the government of "national 
salvation" of Rajoelina is weak, the regime and all its institutions are 
destroyed, and most importantly, the state is completely breakdown 
because his pillar, the armed forces were destroyed and divided by 
insurgent masses who beat the soldiers to rise up against the caste of 
officers and moving with their weapons on the side of the exploited. 

The masses are still in the street, rebel soldiers sent tanks to the 
capital to counter any possible attack by the mercenaries of the 
presidential guard, and in the streets, squares, including the churches, 
can be seen carrying their weapons defending the workers and poor 
peasants. The soldiers were ordered to clarify things very well for the 
media that they do not take orders from Ravalomanana or the military, 
not even Rajoelina. 


The revolution has begun and Madagascar and has already gone beyond 
the heroic workers and peasants of Bolivia 2003-2005, and the 
revolutionary struggle of the working class and students in Greece in 
December 2008: it has split the ranks of the army from the officers and 
the workers and poor peasants from the bourgeois state to create a dual 
power situation. The evidence is the masses of armed soldiers who 
mutinied and have control of the main military base and the entire 
arsenal of the country. 

There are two powers now in Madagascar; one of the weak regime of 
Rajoelina, supported by a fraction of the national bourgeoisie, by a 
military leadership that neither controls the soldiers the main arsenal; 
the union bureaucracy, which was overthrown by the insurgent masses, 
and the leading government officials recognised by the majority of the 
imperialist powers and governments of various countries of Africa. The 
other power is that of the workers, peasants and armed soldiers, which 
is the only power recognised by the broad exploited masses. 

This dual power situation can only last a short period of time: sooner or 
later one must impose itself on the other. Either the working class, 
peasants and soldiers will centralize its national bodies of power and 
form a national workers and peasants militia to organize and mount a 
successful insurrection (in which a government of workers, por peasants 
and soldiers rule, that is the dictatorship of the proletariat) or, 
imperialism and the bourgeoisie, deceiving and dividing the masses 
through class collaboration and the terror of fascism will smash the 
revolution with fire and drown it in blood. 

But this will not be resolved in a single act, but over a period of time. 
We are at the beginning of a great revolution in which the masses have 
won a “brilliant victory" in the words of Trotsky referring to Russia in 
February 1917, the German revolution of 1918-1919, the Flungarian 
revolution of 1919 and the Spanish in 1931. Today, the masses feel 
victorious as they are armed in the streets, cities, villages, and the 
countryside. It's the bourgeoisie that is terrified of losing everything, is 
status, power and property. But as Trotsky said in 1936, of all those 
brilliant victories “... it was only in Russia that the proletariat took full 
power in their hands, expropriated their exploiters and, therefore, 
knew how to create and maintain a workers’ state. In all other cases, 
the proletariat, despite his victory, was stopped, by its leadership, 
midway. The result was that the power in its hands flowed from left to 
right, ending up as the spoils of fascism. In a number of other countries, 
the power fell to a military dictatorship." (Wither France?) 

The struggle for land, bread and for national independence 
against the brutal imperialist plunder 

The beginning of this revolution in Madagascar is not an isolated storm 
in a clear sky. It is, first, part of the general revolutionary uprising that 
shook the French colonies from Guadeloupe, Martinique and Guyana in 
Latin America, the island of Reunion, a few miles from the coast of 
Madagascar, and Polynesia. Thus, while the Malagasy working class, 
peasants and soldiers began their revolution, on the island of Reunion 
the exploited workers had been on a general strike since March 5, for 
the same demands as their brothers of the West Indies. But unlike in 
Guadeloupe and Martinique, as of Monday 11 March, the masses threw 
out their leaders, and leaving behind the "peaceful protest" took to the 
streets French style. 

Moreover, Madagascar has become a shining example in the colonial and 
semi-colonial world, of Africa in particular, of mass resistance to the 
global crisis and the fierce inter-imperialist disputes of control of 
resources, land, markets, cheap labor, etc.., which have imposed 
unprecedented levels of exploitation of these nations. 

70% of the population lives below the poverty line on less than one euro 
per day. The workers are super exploited in the chrome and other 
mineral mines owned by imperialist corporations, particularly Japanese, 
also in the maquiladoras located in the so-called "free trade zones" and 
the services linked to tourism. Much of the population live in the 
countryside, in small plots without title deeds, achieved thanks to the 
anti-colonial struggle and the expulsion of the French landowners, but 
can only plant subsistence crops. Thus, of around 33 million hectares of 
arable land, only about 3 million are exploited. 

Madagascar, since it ceased to be a French colony, has been ruled by 
France as a semi-colony. In 2002 Ravalomanana became president 
winning elections against the former president who was a direct agent 
of French imperialism. Ravalomanana, a wealthy businessman, who 
owns a chain of supermarkets and large stores (looted and burned 
throughout the country by the rebels since January 2009) created free 
trade zones for mainly German maquiladora companies, and signed 
contracts for the exploitation of mines by non-French imperialist 
corporations. He also leased 1,300,000 hectares (equal to half of 
Belgium) for 99 years to a South for growing palm oil and corn for 








biofuel exports to South Korea. In return the consortium has made false 
promises to "invest 6000 million dollars" and "to create 70,000 jobs" etc. 

French imperialism, the former colonial power, was livid with anger 
that their competitors were stealing part of their business. So, France 
backed Rajoelina and his fraction of the bourgeoisie with Development 
Aid and financed the purchase of tow islands Nosy Flara and Mitsa to 
develop for business and luxury tourism. Thus, the bourgeosie was 
divided into two fractions, one around Ravalomanana, client of the US, 
Germany and Korea, and the other around Rajoelina in the pay of 
French imperialism. This split in the bourgeoisie saw both fractions 
competing to exploit the masses, but that around Rajoelina was able to 
divert the masses justifiable hatred towards imperialism towards the 
downfall of Ravalomanana. 

This anger was fuelled in part by the displacement of peasant families 
and the expropriation of 1.3 million hectares leased to Daewoo 
Logistics. The announcing of the lease and the first attempts to evict 
the peasants brought about a mass revolt to defend their land rights. 
The mayor of a village who was ordered by Ravalomanana to evict the 
peasants off the land for Daewoo, refused to do so, saying that he 
"would be lynched by the peasants." 

This uprising of the rural poor, together with the struggle of the working 
class and the exploited of the cities against slavery and poverty wages 
of the transnationals in the maquiladoras was against the starvation 
caused by imperialist super-exploitation. The riots in January and early 
February, condemned by the sell-out union leaders, were the justifiable 
response of starving workers and farmers to feed their children. In the 
face of their poverty the owner of the supermarkets Ravalomanana, and 
the imperialist businessmen and rich parasites from France, the US, 
Germany and Japan were living it up in the luxury tourist resorts. 

No support in the government of Rajoelina agent of French 
imperialism! 

The Malagasy bourgeoisie has as its main objective to make sure that 
the regime of Rajoelina resolves the dual power situation by disarming 
and repressing the masses. First it has concentrated all power into the 
hands of the Presidential office and the generals. It has dissolved 
parliament and has announced new elections within two years. Second, 
it deceives the masses with false promises. It promises to halt the lease 
of land to Daewoo, to regulate the transnationals, lower food prices 
etc. Meanwhile during this period of Presidential/military rule the 
Malagasy bourgeoisie will bargain with all the imperialist powers 
including France to retain a better share of the wealth produced by the 
exploited Malagasys. 

But events are still up in the air. The power vacuum has been filled but 
the split in the bourgeoisie has not been mended. Daewoo and the 
Yankees have not given up. They are condemning Rajoelina’s “coup” 
and promoting a pro-Ravalomanana demonstration on March 24 in 
Antananarivo “in defense of democracy”, that is to say a “democratic 
front." Imperialist bastards, talking about democracy for which they 
paid Ravalomanana in Malagasy currency, which came with accessories 
such as a state of siege, police killings of more than 100 workers, and a 
real coup against a popular uprising! 

Rajoelina seems to be adopting a type of “Bolivarian” popular front in 
which he wants to break the unity of the workers and peasants and 
soldiers to strangle the revolution and subordinate it to the French 
fraction of the national bourgeoisie. But before he can do that he must 
disarm the masses on the streets. And to do that he has to break the 
soldier rebellion and get them to obey orders to repress the people. Fie 
must convince the workers and poor peasants to return their seized 
weapons to the police and accept the “authority” of these same 
murdering bastards that they yesterday hung from the trees. 

The masses, armed and victorious, feel strong. The bourgeoisie, are 
weak and scared, and afraid that the crisis will expose the lies and 
demagoguery of Rajoelina, leaving the masses strong enough to finish 
the revolution they have started. But if they do not take the power the 
popular front will arise to tie the hands of the masses and paralyze their 
will, while behind the scenes the forces of the counterrevolution, the 
military officers, or fascist bands, or both, gather strength to smash the 
revolution. We must not forget the tragic lesson of Bolivia! 

[For a National Delegates workers, poor peasants and soldiers at the 
Soanierana Base held by rebels! jSet up and centralize the national 
workers and peasants militia! 

Any program that claims to be for revolution in Madagascar today must 
begin by calling for workers, peasants and soldiers not to give the 
slightest support to the government Rajoelina, nor fall into the trap of 
"democratic front" backed by the US, Ravalomanana and other killers of 
workers and exploited. It must call for the insurgents to continue their 
offensive and revolutionary struggles and to occupy the lands, mines, 


factories and banks! If they stop they will not get bread for their 
children from the supermarkets! The same with the soldiers. Do not 
surrender or give up your weapon to Rajoelina’s generals! Do not stop; 
complete the military insurrection to defeat the officers! 

If you stop disbanding the police they will rearm and kill you! Let's not 
stop: create popular courts of the workers, peasants and soldiers to try 
and punish Ravalomanana, his presidential guard of mercenaries and 
those who killed the more than 100 worker and peasant martyrs during 
the fighting. No time to lose! Every minute that the uprising is stopped 
the bourgeoisie gains strength! 

"Who has weapons... has bread, land and jobs with living wages”. The 
armed insurrection brought the workers close to winning bread, land, 
decent wages and the end of the imperialist rule of Madagascar. 
Therefore, that armed power must be expanded and concentrated into 
a powerful militia. Every factory, every business, every industry, every 
village and every quarter, must choose one delegate for hundred 
workers, poor peasants and soldiers, to meet at the Soanierana Base 
and create a National Congress of workers, peasants and soldiers 
together with a national militia! 



That National Congress of delegates of the exploited masses will take 
into its own hands the authority to impose solutions to problems facing 
the masses and unite all the exploited in the oppressed nation, led by 
the workers, and make the imperialists and the national bourgeoisie pay 
for their crisis! 

• Workers, poor peasants and soldiers take up arms to 
win bread! 

• Imperialist out! Get out Daewoo Korea-Pacific U.S! 
Get out French Development Aid! 

• Expropriate without payment all US, French, 
Japanese and German transnationals under workers' 
control! 

• Nationalise all the mines, factories in the Free Trade 
Zones, tourism and all other imperialsts interests! 

• Repudiate the external debt and all political, 
economic and military treaties with imperialism! 

• Impose capital controls and a monopoly on foreign 
trade! 

• Nationalise the land with cheap loans to poor family 
farmers who wish to work their land! 

• Collective farms on uncultivated lands under workers 
control to provide food for the people of 
Madagascar! 

• Expropriate without compensation under workers 
control all capitalist supermarkets and food outlets! 

• For Popular Committees to control prices and supply 
local councils of workers, peasants and soldiers! 

• Jobs for all on decent wages. No more slavery! 
Maquilas Out! 

• Sliding scale of wages and hours of work, on a living 
wage pegged to the cost of family cost of living! 

• Expropriation without payment under workers' 
control of any plant that closes or sacks workers! 

A National Congress can raise these demands but only a Workers 
Government backed by a militia can impose them. Because in 
Madagascar, as in all semi-colonial countries, it will not be the national 
bourgeoisie who are the junior partners of the imperialist powers, but 
only the working class that has no interests in defending imperialism or 
capitalist property that will end the imperialist yoke and win land, 
bread, work and wages, health and housing for the exploited. Only a 
government of armed workers, peasants and soldiers, with the 
revolutionary party at its head, can smash the bourgeois state, break 
with imperialism and expropriate the expropriators. 







The revolution in Madagascar shows the way for the other 
French colonies and France itself! 


The beginning of the Madagascar revolution is a new blow to French 
imperialism. Already shaken by the revolutionary uprisings of the 
colonies of Guadeloupe and Martinique where general strikes and 
factory occupations raised the specter of revolution and inspired the 
metropolitan French proletariat to open up a pre-revolutionary 
situation. Sarkozy and his 5th Republic imperialist regime has contained 
the revolution in the Antilles but, the fire is still alive on the island of 
Reunion, where the masses, looking to the onset of the Malagasy 
Revolution, threw out their leaders and continued with and indefinite 
stri ke. 

The Revolution in Madagascar shows the way for the other 
French colonies and semi-colonies to win national Independence 
and land, bread, work and living wages! 

• Long live the general strike ended and the street 
fighting of the masses of Reunion! 

• French imperialism and occupation troops out of 
Reunion, the Seychelles and Mauritius Islands! 


The armed power of the Malagasy workers, poor peasants and soldiers, 
raises the program for the common struggle of all the French colonies 
and semi-colonies against French imperialism. At the same time it raises 
the program for the French proletariat to extend its struggles from the 
barricades and factories for jobs and wages in France to take up the 
fight against “their” own bourgeoisie for the victory of the anti¬ 
imperialist struggles, the immediate and unconditional release of 
political prisoners, and the immediate removal of imperialist troops 
from the colonies. If the massive strike actions in France condemned 
Sarkosy’s crony Rajoelina and raised the demand for workers to power 
in Malagascar it would unite the workers and peasants of the colonies 
with those of the imperialist heartland and create the conditions for 
successful socialist revolutions in the colonies and semi-colonies. 

The international character of the revolution in Madagascar 

The revolution in Madagascar reopens for the first time the period of 
defeats following the strangling of the South African revolution in 1994 
by the popular front government of the ANC, the South African 
Communist Party and the union bureaucracy of COSATU. This huge 
betrayal of Stalinism and the Popular Front was an historic defeat for 
the masses of the oppressed and exploited of the whole continent. 

This defeat led to Africa becoming a reservoir of slave labor of 600 
million workers, hundreds of thousands of whom fled in desperate 
attempt to get to the imperialist powers of Europe. Tens of thousands 
of black workers and peasants died in the struggle to reach Europe and 
those who survived became a caste of slave workers super-exploited in 
the imperialist countries, and then when the crisis hit, deported en 
masse. In the most recent period of growth, imperialism has increased 
its investment in Africa to exploit for example the rich oil reserves in 
Nigeria, diamond mines as in Sierra Leone and the minerals in the 
Congo. China entered the race to plunder Africa along with other Asian 
countries to use the land to produce food and crops for biofuels. As the 
crisis worsens the scramble for Africa intensifies as the various 
imperialist powers compete to plunder its enormous natural wealth. 

But as Marx and Engels said over 150 years ago, the bourgeoisie 
produces its own “gravediggers”, the proletariat. The flow of capital 
into Africa in recent years has expanded and strengthened the working 
class. So, today, as capitalists try to solve their crisis by attacking the 
workers, Africa is not only a site for fierce inter-imperialist rivalry, but 
by a mass black working class that has begun to resist these attacks on 
their jobs, living standards and their lives. The vanguard of this black 
proletariat in Africa is in the North, where the Arab and Muslim masses 
revolted in the Maghreb from Morocco to Egypt in defence of the 
Palestinians, opening the road to the socialist revolution and a 
Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics of North Africa. This vanguard 
has now been joined by the insurgent peasants and workers of 
Madagascar, widening the struggle towards a united socialist Africa by 
opening the front for a Federation of Socialist Republics in Central and 
South Africa. 

As we said above these revolutionary uprisings in the colonies and semi¬ 
colonies of France and other imperialist countries must become adopted 
by the working classes in the imperialist heartlands. In France, Britain 
and the US, the millions of oppressed migrant workers treated like 
slaves become the vital link to combat the treachery of the labor 
aristocracy and bureaucracy in fusing the revolutions in the colonies, 
semi-colonies with that of the imperialist heartlands. Such international 


revolutionary unity can also reverse the counter-revolution that has 
restored capitalism to the former workers states and re-open the road 
to the dictatorship of the proletariat in these countries. Thus the 
revolution in Madagascar poses again the question of power, not only in 
that country, not only in Africa, but of the world revolution. 

Once again Trotsky writing in 1932 on the role of Black workers in 
revolution has been vindicated. "... the Black workers, by virtue of their 
whole position, do not and cannot strive to degrade anybody, oppress 
anybody, or deprive anybody of his rights. They do not seek privileges 
and cannot rise to the top except on the road of the international 
revolution. We can and must find a way to the consciousness of Black 
workers, the Chinese workers, the Indian workers, and all the oppressed 
in the human ocean of the colored races to whom belongs the decisive 
word in the development of mankind”. (Closer to the proletarians of 
the "colored” races! Leon Trotsky, 1932). 

The revolution in Madagascar demonstrates that the vanguard of the 
international proletariat must declare war on the labor aristocracy and 
bureaucracy who are the agents of capital inside the working class. Only 
by defeating these traitors can the working class solve the crisis of 
revolutionary leadership, on which, as it says in the Transitional 
Program of 1938, rests the fate of humanity. 

For a new Trotskyist world revolutionary Party founded on 
the Fourth International program of 1938! 


The revolution in Madagascar proves once again that workers, poor 
peasants and soldiers in Madagascar must solve the leadership crisis of 
the revolutionary proletariat. Based on its spontaneous insurrection the 
workers could only go so far: to overthrow Ravalomanana, to weaken 
the bourgeois state by splitting the army, and to create a situation of 
dual power. But to succeed in going all the way to a proletarian 
revolution they need a revolutionary leadership. And just as the 
revolution in Madagascar is not “national” but has an international 
character and content, the only leadership that is capable of taking the 
revolution to victory is an international revolutionary leadership. 

Each insurrection and semi-insurrection that has taken place, in Greece, 
in the West Indies and other French colonies, in France itself where the 
workers are standing up to fight, poses the question of who shall rule. 
Standing in the road of the revolutionary proletariat are the parties of 
the labor aristocracy and bureaucracy which are social patriotic and 
social imperialist. The Malagasy revolution which now poses the 
question of power and the urgent need to arm the masses to overthrow 
the bourgeois state, has become an acid test which separates out the 
reformists, and the centrists - disguised as ‘Trotskyists’ - from the 
revolutionary internationalists. 

Already the Bolshevik fraction of the international working class is 
entering the fight to expose and defeat the reformists and centrists 
traitors. It seeks to intervene in the revolutionary events in Greece, 
Guadeloupe, general strikes in France, the uprisings of the Maghreb, the 
Palestinian struggle, and now the revolution in Madagascar. As the 
proletariat enters into combat the reformists and centrist strain to 
contain the new layers of fighters and subordinate them to the Popular 
Front of many colors. Against these counter-revolutionaries the healthy 
forces of international Trotskyism are fighting to unite around the 
banner of the Fourth International and the program of its Founding 
Congress of 1938. 

To refound a Trotskyist international it is necessary for the healthy 
forces of Trotskyism to regroup in an international conference that does 
not make verbal boasts about “socialism” and “revolution”, but proves 
in practice that it can defeat the counter-revolutionary leadership in 
the critical revolutionary struggles, and build a new revolutionary 
international that the international working class deserves to lead it to 
victory and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The Fourth International was founded in 1938 to fulfill the task 
that is stated clearly in its program: “Our task: the abolition of 
capitalist domination. Our goal: socialism. Our method: the 
proletarian revolution.” 

We must reunite the revolutionary internationalists around the 
world are committed to completing the task, method, and goal 
of the Fourth International set for us by Comrade Trotsky in 
1938. 

FLT, March 24, 2009. 



What We fight for 

Overthrow Capitalism 

Historically, capitalism expanded world-wide to free 
much of humanity from the bonds of feudal or tribal 
society, and developed the economy, society and 
culture to a new higher level. But it could only do 
this by exploiting the labor of the productive classes 
to make its profits. To survive, capitalism became 
increasingly destructive of "nature" and humanity. In 
the early 20th century it entered the epoch of 
imperialism in which successive crises unleashed 
wars, revolutions and counter-revolutions. Today we 
fight to end capitalism’s wars, famine, oppression 
and injustice, by mobilising workers to overthrow 
their own ruling classes and bring to an end the 
rotten, exploitative and oppressive society that has 
exceeded its use-by date. 

Fight for Socialism 

By the 20th century, capitalism had created the pre¬ 
conditions for socialism -a world-wide working class 
and modern industry capable of meeting all our 
basic needs. The potential to eliminate poverty, 
starvation, disease and war has long existed. The 
October Revolution proved this to be true, bringing 
peace, bread and land to millions. But it became 
the victim of the combined assault of imperialism 
and Stalinism. After 1924 the USSR, along with its 
deformed offspring in Europe, degenerated back 
towards capitalism. In the absence of a workers 
political revolution, capitalism was restored 
between 1990 and 1992. Vietnam and China then 
followed. In the 21 sst century only Cuba and North 
Korea survive as degenerate workers states. We 
unconditionally defend these states against 
capitalism and fight for political revolution to 
overthrow the bureaucracy as part of world 
socialism. 

Defend Marxism 

While the economic conditions for socialism exist 
today, standing between the working class and 
socialism are political, social and cultural barriers. 
They are the capitalist state and bourgeois ideology 
and its agents. These agents claim that Marxism is 
dead and capitalism need not be exploitative. We 
say that Marxism is a living science that explains 
both capitalism’s continued exploitation and its 
attempts to hide class exploitation behind the 
appearance of individual "freedom" and "equality". It 
reveals how and why the reformist, Stalinist and 
centrist misleaders of the working class tie workers 
to bourgeois ideas of nationalism, racism, sexism 
and equality. Such false beliefs will be exploded 
when the struggle against the inequality, injustice, 
anarchy and barbarism of capitalism in crisis, led by 


a revolutionary Marxist party, produces a 
revolutionary class-consciousness. 

For a Revolutionary Party 

The bourgeois and its agents condemn the Marxist 
party as totalitarian. We say that without a 
democratic and a centrally organised party there 
can be no revolution. We base our beliefs on the 
revolutionary tradition of Bolshevism and 
Trotskyism. Such a party, armed with a transitional 
program, forms a bridge that joins the daily fight to 
defend all the past and present gains won from 
capitalism, to the victorious socialist revolution. 
Defensive struggles for bourgeois rights and 
freedoms, for decent wages and conditions, will link 
up the struggles of workers of all nationalities, 
genders, ethnicities and sexual orientations, 
bringing about movements for workers control, 
political strikes and the arming of the working class, 
as necessary steps to workers' power and the 
smashing of the bourgeois state. Along the way, 
workers will learn that each new step is one of many 
in a long march to revolutionise every barrier put in 
the path to the victorious revolution. 

Fight for Communism 

Communism stands for the creation of a classless, 
stateless society beyond socialism that is capable of 
meeting all human needs. Against the ruling class 
lies that capitalism can be made "fair" for all; that 
nature can be "conserved"; that socialism and 
communism are "dead"; we raise the red flag of 
communism to keep alive the revolutionary tradition 
of the' Communist Manifesto of 1848, the Bolshevik- 
led October Revolution; the Third Communist 
International until 1924, the revolutionary Fourth 
International up to 1940 before its collapse into 
centrism. We fight to build a new, Fifth, Communist 
International, as a world party of socialism capable 
of leading workers to a victorious struggle for 
socialism. 
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